OPERATION GREZN LIGHTI NG

1969
1. This operation which took place from 8-17 Feb is worthy of note for { (
the following reasons:

2, * It involved the use of one of the largest artillery preps ever in ’l
the 4th Div,

b. Meximum utilization was made of all availsble fire power, to in-
clude air, This necessitated extremely close coordination between air znd V
artillery channels in order that a steady rate of fire could be maintained
upon the target areas without unnecessary checkfires being imposed upon
the artillery, thereby keeping a constant volume of fire in the target
area, Yor 5% hours.

c. The -operation was marked by an high degree of coordination and {
Cooperation between infantry, artillery, and air channels. Thus it stands /
as an example of the true combined arms operation; harnessing all of the
resourses at hand towards one singie purpose,

d. The artillery fires delivered were desighed to place a constant
volume of fire on known and suspected enemy locations, They wers programmed
on the basis of selective targeting, as opposed to the zome Pire method
often used in artillery prepss The liaison officer responsible for the
fire support plan utilized the so called "School Solution" to achieve
outstanding results, In addition, the appropriate shell and fuze combination
for all targets were passed to the firing elements, Each of these areas
mentioned will be discussed in detail after the background of the operation
has been presented.

2. BVENTS IEADING UP TO OPERATION GREEN LIGHTNING

In sarly January, ARVN Forces of the 42nd ARVN Regiment began operations
in the area of Chu Pa Mt. (vic YA951679). Intelligence reports indicated
that the Chu Pa area was being used as & storage area for NVA Forees,

During the first week of their operation several large arms and food
caches were found in the zrea and contact with enemy forces was minimal,
By mid January, however, the situation had changed in that the ARVN wore

‘in constant contact with large enemy forces employing small arms, 82mm

and &0mm mortars, 57mm recoiless, 75mm RR rifles and 12,7mm anti-aircraft

weapons. At different times in the operation the ARVN alsoc utilized
‘threc ARVN Ranger Bns in edditicn to their forces alrecady in the area,

During this period, artillery battorics were moved into supporting range

' ©of Chu Pa M, to provide maimm fire support for the operation going

©n, In the same time frame, troops of the 1/35 Inf were CA'd onto the
goutheast portion of the Chu Pa, Contact with the cnemy was madc and

- after a weck of fighting the 1/35 Inf was replaced by the 1/14 Inf, who

assumed bloelking positions around the Chu Pa arca, with elements of the
1/12 Inf while the ARVN Forces assumed blocking positions to the west of
the Chu Pa, in the vicinity of the Ya Krong Bolsh River. This cleared

the Chu Pa area for B-52 strikea which were put in on the top and sides

of the mountain. The elemonts in the hlocking position were to cut off
any anemy attompt $o eecapc the arce. Upon complotion of the B-52 strikee,

/
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the area was to be swept by U.S. and ARVE Forces to conduct a bomb damage
assissment, When the sweop was lsunched thero was little contact with cnemy
forces on the eastern slope of the Chu Pa, however, ARVN and U.S. Forces

to the south and west of the Chu Pa again came under indirect firc attacks
from the encmy, Additionally many small unit contacts with the enemy

were reported, Despite massive night firing programs by the artillcry

and the numerous airstrikes conducted, cncmy forcos were still in the

arca. At the beginning of February the ARVN foreces laid plans to leave

the Chu Pa viecinity on 7 Feb., It was at this juncture that plans for
operations Green Lightning besan,

3. OPERATION GREEN LIGHTNING — THE PLANTHG STAGE: By mid Jamuary, ti
becamc apparent that the enemy had the K4 and K6 Bns of the 24th KA
Regiment in Chu Pa arca, Additional enemy forces ineluded at least one
company of the 31st Bn, 40th Arty (NVA). When the ARVN announced their
intention to withdraw from the Chu Pa, it was decided that U.S. Forces
would take over the ARVN A0 and would scek out and destroy the enemy forces
remaining in the Chu Pa, Operation Grecn Lightining arose from this plan.

2. IHE FIRE SUPPORT PLAN ~ THE ARTILLERY PORTION: The Bn €O, LTC
Wiles, 2/9 ILrty was, in his capacity as the Fire Support Coordinator,
responsible for the coordination of all fires. The first step in the fire
plan was to analyze the aveilable fires at his desposal with regard to
and the target area to be covered. The following artillery betteries
vere able to cover all or portions of the target area:

(1) 4/2/9 Arty - 6-105mm Howitzers at LZ Tommie (DS 1/14 InT)

(2) €/2/9 Arty - 6-105mn Howitszers at L7 Tango (Reinf A/2/9 on
order; DS 1/35)

(3) A/6/14 Avty - 4-175mm Guns at New Plei Djereng (G8)

(4) ©/7/15 Arty - 4-8 inch Howitzers st Old Plei Djereng (GS)

(5) B/L/h2 Arty - 6-105mm Howitzers at L7 Emery., (DS 1/12 Inf)

(6} ©/1/92 irty - 6-155mm Howitzers at LZ Susan. (GSR 2/9 Arty)

b, Before moving 3rd Bde troops back into the mountain, it was decided
by the 3rd Bde CO, Col Gruenther, that the mountain should be the target
of a massive artillery and air prep in order to further reduce the enamy!s
capabilities in the area, The task of coordinating all fires both artillery
and air fell upon the Bn CO 2/9 Arty. From this point on there were two
stages in the planning, the Fire Support Plan and the Infantry Concept for
sweeping the area,

(1) The target ares cucompassed over 15 grid squares of terrain,
It had been directed by the 3rd Bds (O that %he prep and airstrikes
should completely saturate the Chu Pa arca. Due 4o the large amount of
terrain to be covered, it was decided to engage point targets in the area
rather then to try and cover the entire area with artillery fires, By

-

4

.targeting the artillery fires against known and suspected enemy locations,

it was felt that a better coverage could be obtained than would be the
cese if zone fires had been used, By engaging point targets, maximm
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results could be obtained while zt the same time allowing sustained firing
in the target area for vhat amounted to a five and a half hour period,

(2) A list of 191 point tarsets was compiled, Each target was
elther a known or suspect enemy positicn. The target list included cave
and bunker complexes, arcas where contact had beon made, suspected mortar
and dnti-aircraft emplacements, and suspect and actual enemy troop
locations, Also targeted were the main avenues of avproach to, and egress
from the Chu Pa arca, These latter tergets wore programmed in order to
cut off any possible avenues of cscape from the cnemy., For each tarzet
programmed, the best possiblé shall and Fugo combination was selected,
with CP being used for caves and bunkers, VI and firecracker for open
areas, and fuze superquick on the remainder of the targets. Fuze delay
was not programmed bees exporience has shown in g triple canopy j%{
C

rounds. {Arty Fire Support PIan - Annex

(3) The fire support coordinatér realized that the prep itself
would require such a large number of rounds that many of the firing elements ;%?
would expend a large perceniage of their basic load ammunition on it,
Therefore, the broper logistical steps were taken to supply the firing
batterics with efiough ammunition before tho prep began, %o ensurc that
the firing clements would have the capability to rcspond to any fire requests
Placed upon them both during and aftcr the prep.  The 191 targets programmed
werc all assigned target numbers and a time to be shot, The latter was
done to provide an added measurc of control to the prep. Finally, all
tewrgets were analyzed with respect to gun-target problems for the batteries
imvolved and with respect to the type of target to be engaged, with an
cyc towards possing targets such as bunker and cave complexes to the heavy
bortteries firing, Once this had boen done, thc oppropriate targets wore
Pa.ssed to the batterics firing them, together with a shell and fusze
coombination for each targzet and a designated time during the prep for
cach to be fired, A e Tt

C. IHE FIRE SUPPORT PLAN: THE ATR PORTION: The FAC at 3rd Bde Hgs
coordinated with the Air Force to obtain air support for the prep. A total
of six airstrikes were made available, Each strike consisted of two jet
Tighters carrying a load of ordnance which was tailored specifically for
the terrain in the Chu Ps area. The ordnsnece selected isted of Blu=27-
B's, M-82 high drags, and M-117's with a ,010 delay fuze, The fire support
coordinator directed that the 2/9 ’rty's 40 would be on station physicall
witll THe FAC during the prep. The AD Uould provide & Fimel coordieotior - provide a final coordination
between artillery and air chanvels while the rep was in o
artillery fires in the prep area were to be under his control so that
timely checkfires could be given and 1lifted as each air strike began
and ended, Thus, the periocs of checkfire would not be unduly prolonged
and a stesdy volume o 3 could be maintained upon the target area,
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d, THE CHEMIGAL PLAN: Both the 3rd Bde CO and the fire support
coordinator agreed that the us= of non-persistent CS would be beneficial
during the prep, as it might force the enemy out of his caves and into (]
the killing zone of artillery and air fires. In addition to the artillery
0S8 being utilized, it was decided to conduct a GS air drop over one area
where the enemy was known to be entrenched in bunkers and caves, This
drop was coordinated with the 3rd Bde Chemical Officer who was to personally
conduct the drop, Again, the 2/9 Arty's A0 was %o be responsible for '
imposing and 1ifting the checkfires necessary for the CS drop to take place,

e, IHL INFANTRY PLAN: The infantry plan, as determined by the 3rd
Bde CO involved the utilization of all available elements of both infantry
battalions in the area.

Elements of the 1/14 Inf were to occupy blocking positions to north,
northwest, and west of the Chu Pa area while elements of the 1/12 Inf
occupied blocking position to the southwest and south of the mountain in
order to contain the enemy in the area during the prep. B €O 1/35 Inf,
who wes OPCON to the 1/14 Inf, the 1/12 Inf, and a GSF company OPCON to
the 1/1 Inf were poised to sweep the mountain's western slopes once the
prep had ended, to seek out and destroy any enemy elements remaining in
the area either themselves or by forcing them into the fires of the
blocking units. Realizing that the enemy was well entrenched in a network
of caves and bunkers, the 3rd Bde CO specified in his operations order
that the infantry units in the area would be prepared to ubilize
flamethrowers when necessary, This weapon, which has seen relatively
limited use in the Vietnam war, was one well tailored for the operation
at hand.

4. OPERATTON GRETN LIGHTNING: THE E ECUTICN STAGE

a. FPREPARITORY FIRE: The prep of the Chu Pa Mt arca began at 0500 S 4
hours on 8 Feb and ended at 1018 hours, At 0745 hours the A0 of 2/9 _—
Artillery was on station with a 3rd Bde FAC to control the artillery fires
and provide thorough coordination with the FiC, A i irstrikes
consisting of 48 napalm bombs, 16-7501b bombs. 12-5001b bombs, two 20001b
bombs, an . put into sclected targets in the arce, In

tons of o werc expended by the Adir Force., The LD controlled
the artillery fires in such a way tha®t CORTIHUOUS fire Was meintained upon
the area, it no time during the prep was any ertillery checkfired cxcept
when an airstrike was being put in. ~Ls soon as one ended, firing
resumed again, Two aerial C3 deops were put in on known cnemy bunker
locations followed by airstrikss, & totel of 1148 rounds of artillery

were fired,

b, THE INFANTRY /[SSIULT: The infantry mede an air corbat assault
onto the %op of Chu Pa Mt immediately aftor the prep cnded and began
to sweep down the sides of the Mt, Heavy resisteance was encountered during
thgﬁgsggpd day as the cnemy was well entrenched in caves ond bunkers ond
chose %o fight rather then abandor Uhe arca. B/L 1. Inf had the heaviest




