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CONFIDENTIAL

{ DA HTIEMT OF THE ARMY
£1ADQURRTERS
3 niGlDE, 4TH IAPANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96355

AVDDC-GP L May 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Inding 30 April 1968

TO: See Distribution

SECTION 1 (C) SIGNIFICAKT ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES

1. (C) GENERAL: During the reporting period 1 February to 30 April 1968
the 3d Brigade (TF), Ath Infantry Division participated in Operation Wheeler/
Wallowa for 28 days and Operation Patrick for 31 days. On 30 March the 5d
Brigade returned under the operational control of the 4th Infantry Division
and participated in Operatinn Macirthur for the remainder of the reporting
period., The 3d Brigade, Lth Infantry Division has participated in 722 con-
secutive days in combat as of 30 .pril 1968,

a, lission: The 3d Brigede!'s TF mission in Operation kheeler/\allowa
was to assume responsibility of the northern half of the Wheeler/Wallowa AO
for:

(1) Offensive and defensive operations designed to locate and de-
stroy V.. elements, Viet Cong moin force, local force, guerrilla units, and
the well established Viet Cong infrastructure throughout the AQ,

(2) Assume responsibility for providing security for the 3%th
Engineer Battalion repzir parties nlong Highway #535 and convoy esccrt.

(3) issume responsibility for security and road clearing of High-
way #1 from BT114497 north to BT 102510 and south to BT 175418,

(4) Provide secursty for .: -.rting units at LZ Baldy (BT131452).

b. The 3d Brigade Task Force's wission in Operation Patrick was to
assume respensibility within the Fatrack AGs

(1) Conduct reconnaissance in force, economy of force, and security
cperaticn north of the Bong Son River in close cooperation and coordination
with the 40th ARVN Regiment and RF/PF Forces,
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AVDDC-OP 4 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational .ic vt for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1968 (Cont'd

(2) Condust search and olear operations scuth of the Bong Son River im
close ccordination with the Alst ARVN Regiment, LF/PF Forces, aad CSF Units
to suprort and provide security for the Revolutionary Developwent effort and
to ncutralize or destroy cnemy forces throughout the A0,

(3) Assume responsibility for sccurity of LZ English (BS875010) and
12 Uplift (BR927755).

(L) issume responsibility for security of bridge sites from Bong Son
Bridge north along Highway #1 to BS 922216,

(5) Secure Highway #1 from ICTZ/IICTZ Boundary north to BS 922216,

(6} Be prepered within 1 to 6 hours to relieve or reinforce USSF,
LLDB and refugee camps, District Headquarters, RF and PF outposts, Bong Son
Bridge security force, critical signal installations, 3d Battalion, 506th
Airborne Infentry at Phan Thiet (AN855100) and RCK Forces within their TiAOR
with forces ranging in size from a platoon to & battalion (TF),

(7) Be prepared within 2 to 6 hours to provide two (2) rifle com-
panies as a reaction force for iSF Operations in Darlac Province.

(8) Be prepared to assist in relief/reinforcement of Brigade ele~
nents in Patrick A0 by one brigade, 10lst ariborne Division, and if relieved
of 20 be prepared to dexloy by air/land movement elsewhere in IICTZ or Ath
Infantry Divisicn TACR,

(9) Conduct psychological and Medcap operations in support of tac—
tical cperations and Revoluticnary Development,

¢s The 3d Brigade's nission in Operation Machrthur was to assume re-
sponsibility within the HMacarthur 40:

(1) Conduct reconnaissance in force, bushmaster, and security oper-—
aticns designed to detect and destroy VC/NWV. forces, extend GVN control, and
interdict enemy LOC and infiltratioa routes within the AO,

(2) Defend the Provineizl t7~ tal of Kontum,

(3) Provide security for29sth Znzinecr Battalion on Highway #14N,

(4) Conduct road clearing operations, provide security for mine
sweep teams and escort convoys along Hignway #5111 and Highway #14N.

(5) Be prevared to provide cne (1) infantr: battalion within 1 to A
hours to suprort and reinforce MSF operabions north of Dak Pek,
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AVDDC-OF L May 1968
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Rezorb Tor Quarterly Period linding 30 April 1968 {Cont'd)

d. Operational ireas: (Sec Inclosure #1 for Whecler/Wallowa AO, Inclosure
#2 for Patrick AO, and Inclosure ,3 for Machirthur AC,

(1) The arca designated as the 3d Brigade 40 in Operation Wheeler/
1lallowa encompasges Duy Xiyen, Que Son, and Duc Duc Districts in Quang Nam
Province,

(2) The area designated as the 3¢ 3rigade 40 in Operation Patrick
encenpasses Phu My, Hoai Nhon, Hoai in, and Binh Khe District in Binh Dinh
Province end part of Duc Pho Distriet of Guang Ngai Province,

(3) The area designated as the 3d Brigade A0 in Operation Machrthur
encompnsses Kontbim Distriect "in Kontum Province,

e. Task Orgonization: Frincipal units of the 3d Brignde, 4th Infantry
Division with commcnders nawes and dates of cormend, and najor supporting
wmits are as follows:

Headquarters, 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division
Cormander: Colonel George E. Wear {1 TFeb - 25 Feb 1968)
Colonel Eugene P, Forrester (25 Feb -~ 30 .,pr 1968}

Deputy Cormander: 3d Brigade, 4th Infentry Division
LTC Harold F. Bentz (1 Feb - 30 apr 1968)

Executive Officer
ITC Melton H, Kunze (1 Feb - 30 Apr 1968)

lst Battalion, l4th Infantry
LTC George L. Ball (1 Feb - 30 Apr 1968)

lst Battalion, 35th Infantry
LTC william W, Taylor Jr (1 Feb - 30 Apr 1968)

2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry
LTC William J, Livsey Jr (1 Feb - 30 Apr 1968)

2nd Battalion, 9th Artille: 2}
LTC Gerald B, Bobzien (L .. =~ 33 .pr 196C)

Company C, 4th Engineer Battalicn (DS)
CPT Boyd 4, Jones (1 Feb - 30 apr 1968)

LOth Infantry Platoon (3Scout Dog)
1LT Ery L, Davis (1 Feb - 30 Anr 1943
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AVDDC01 L May 1968
SUBJLCT:  Operetional Report for Quarterly Period Enging 30 April 1968 (Cont'd)

3d Erigade Aviation Section
Maj Edward R, Castle Jr (1 Feb - 12 Apr 1968)
CPFT Robert J, Drew (12 ipr - 30 fpr 1348)

Principal Staff:

S-1
MAJ Max E, Thomas (1 Feb ~ 30 ipr 1968)

5-2
MAJ William Zampbell (1 Feb ~ 10 Feb 1948) .
MAJ flve V, Hardin Jr (20 Feb -~ 30 Anr 1968)

5-3
MAJ William P, Doyle (1 Feb - 30 Apr 1968)

S~4
Mid John S, Anderson (1 Feb ~ 30 Apr 1968)

§-5
CPT' Converse B, Smith {1 Feb - 2 Mar 1948)
CPl Robert Johnston (2 Mor - 30 Apr 1968)

2., INTELLIGENCE:

a. General: During this reporting period, 1 February 1968 through 30
Lpril 1968, eneny activity is categorigzed in three phases, based on the three
separate areas of operations.

b. Phase One: 1 February 1968 - 23 February 1968, Que Son - Thang Binh
area of cperaticn. The begimning of this phase coincided with the "Tet Offen-
sive" which found well armed and well disciplined enemy forces attacking al-
nost all friendly installaticns in the Tam 'Ky areas to the south of LZ Baldy
and the Hoi /n ~ Da Nang area to the north, ILocal force units in coordination
with FVu elements conducted nuuerous standoff anc harassing attacks in the
Que Son -~ LZ Baldy area during this same period, ..ielligence sources indi-
cated that the 2nd PAVN Divisicn Heacdouarters and its three subordinate seg-
ments, the 3rd, 1lst, and 21st, hrd awved n-rth from its normal base areas into
Duy Xuyen District in order to ccrtipse their part of the offensive. The
Brigade launched operatizns in tris acca in order to interdict any withdrawal
or future attack plans of this divisiun, On 6 February 1968 the 3rd HVi Rege
iment attacked Hoi .n and suffered 103 V.. KI., ZElements of the lst HVi Regi~
nent were engaged by Task Force Miracle elements north of the Song Thu Bon
River on 8 February 1968, resulting in 266 WVA KIA, On 9 February 1968, 1-l4th
and 1~35th Infantry in separate contacts with elenents of the 2nd EV. Divisicn
Headquarters and 21st V.. Regiment killed 236 V. and cartured or desivnyed
apyroxinately 100 weapons. After thesz contacts thz: 2né NVA Division began to
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SUBJLCT: Operatirnal ,.cpert fur Quarterly Period Inding 30 April 1968 (Cont'd)

withdraw to its Lsse areas in the nountainous juagle aren cf Que Son and Thang
Binh Districts, The reaiinder of this phnse wue spent in plateon and company
size operations on search end destroy rdssicns dirceted against the withdrawing
enenyy. Jlthough the eneny fled in small grouss in order to avoid observaticn
and contact, elewents of the 3d bBrigade liilled 129 enewy and captured 32 weaw
pons during the lest two weeks of Operantion Wheeler/iinllowa.

¢. Phase Two: 29 February 1968 - 30 larch 1968, On 29 Februcry 1968, the
3d Brigade cormenced Operation Patrick in Northern Binh Dinh Province, 4lthough
the 1st Air Cavalry Divisicn had infiicted very heavy cosualties over a frur
nonth period in the 0, it was apparent that the 3d NV. Division was stili con~
ducting sone offensive operations; probably because they had received nunerous
replacenents during the wenth of January and February. On 2 larch C, 1-50th
Infantry CPCON to the 3d Brignde, contacted elements of the 2nd VC Roginent east
of their besc area in the Nui Miu IMountains and killed 43 NVA and captured 11
weapins. On 4 liarch 1968 the Thu My District Headquarters came under attack,
~csults: 20 VC KIi., additicnally 53 VC PW's were killed when the district jail
tock direct hits from 82mn nortar and B-40 rocket rounds. On L March LZ Crystol
recedived hervy 120rm mortar and RR fire that resulted in light (anage. . The
sare night LZ Mron cane under a heavy ground attack frow an estineted LV Bat-
talivn znd 54 NVA were killed and 15 weapons were captured, Cn 8 leorch 1968 a
LRP Tean in the Cay Cdep lountains spotted an WV.. company apparcntly on a supply
rnissicn, irtillery and tactical air strikes were called resulting in numerous
secondary explosions, the destruction of a bridge, and 30 IV.. KL.. Intelligence
sources confirmed that the 22nd lV.. Reginent had noved south frem the Bong Son
Flain area into the 506 Valley srez and cn 9 iiarch 1968, LZ Litts Vie DR ©11712,
received a ground attack from the 8th Battalion, 22nd IWV.. Regiment resulting in
36 WVi. KIi and 12 weapons captured., The mission of the 22nd NVA Reginent was to
reinforce the 2nd VC Reginent in the Phu My Valley area and gain the conficence
and support of the population in this area. On ¢ March 1968, 1-50th Infantry
agoin contacted clerents of the 2nd VC Reginent and killed 23 HV... The remaine
der of this phase wes spent in platoon and co:pany size recon in force opcraticns
against an enelyy that withdrew to resupply and refit.

¢e Fhase Three: 31 Murch 1968 ~ 30 fpril 1968, During this phase the 3d
Brigade returned to the operationnl control of the 4th Infantry Division and
assuried responsibility for the 173rd . irborne Brig-de area of operation in
scuthern Kontui Frovinee, The end: 1 this area was capable of fighting o nore
conventional type of war because of boir jroxanity to the Canbodian-Lactian
Borders. 4lso a new ene.y read systea which extends inte southern Kontun Province
has enabled the eneuy to infiltrate perscnnel nnd supplies with ruch greater
rapidity. When the Bripasce noved into the MacArthur 40, the 1st NV.. Division
Headquarters ond its support elencnts were believed to be located in the vic of
YiB22>7  This was believed to be an indiceticn of an impending ensmy offensive
for t'w lst Vi Division Headquarters had not been in countyy sines the Zriile
of ek To, The newly inlilbtinted 20Cth Regitwent was loocied soutlirzal ol 28
14, which it attacked on the 26th of March 1968. The 24lh V. Rezinent, directly
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subordinate to the B=3 Front was located Vie YB9902 where they were receiving
supplies and refitiing, The 66th NV. Heginent was located in the Tri-Border
area, but in early .pril joined the Divisiun, «s the Brigide began operations,
1=35th Infantry noved into FSB 14 and cale under sporadic stand-off attacks
from an unknown and unidentified encryy. Over 400 rounds of nixed 82mm mortar
and RR were fired at the FSB during on 8 day period, On 5 April 4, B, & C
Companies, 1-35th Infantry made heavy contact Vie YA9393 with an estimated
enesy battalion and killed 48 NVi, On 15 ~pril 1948, C, 1-35th Infantry mede
ccntact with o large enemy force Vie YA935937 with unknown results. Shortly
after this contact, 2-35th Infantry was noved into FSB 14 and located numerous
encily KIA probably as a result of the 1-35th Infantry contact and heavy artillery
and air strikes. On 20 /ipril 1968 two Hoi Chanhe rollied to the 2-35th Infantry,
These individuals stated that they were from the 14th AA Company of the 320th
Regizent rnd that their Regirent had taken the place of the 32nd NVA Reginent
which had .oved south into Darlac Province. On 16 April, l-l4ith Infentry and
1-22nd Infantry cstablished a fire base to the west of FSB 14 in order to in-
terdict infiltratica and withdrawal routes. On 29 April 1968 at Vic Yi 828906.
corpany B, 1-l4th Infantry received a grount attack from elements of the K-i
Bottalion, 32Cth Regiient oncé pessible elenents of the 66th Regiment resulting
in 46 WV KIn and 9 weapons captured, 1-22nd Infantry had sporadic contacts
with an unidentified enery force Vic LZ Pause during the period 2L - 30 April
1968 resulting in 25 NV. KL., It appears that the eneriy is concentrating ond
inproving infiltraticn routes and has no ,lans for withdrawing, Future plans
nay include a new general offensive to be lounched prior to the monsoon season,

es Sumary of encigr personnel and equipnent losses: 1 Feb - 30 April 1968,
1 Feb - 28 Feb 1968 - Operaticn Wheeler/Wallowa
29 Feb 1968 ~ 30 Mor 1968 - Operaticn Patrick
30 Mar 1968 - 30 April 1968 .~ Operaticn MacArthur

WHEELER / W, LLOWA PnTRICK 8. G/ RTHUR

Jdn 522 234 255
PH/NVi 1 L 0
P/VC 15 10 0
CD 1 11 0
RETURNEES o 0 2
S/ﬁ 105 40 56
¢/s 19 1, 19
S/h KGO 10,935 1,286 13,882
81/82ma MORT WDS 19 23 209
60 MOKT RDS 16 s 329
GREN; DES 112 59 390
B-40 "CCKETS 19 33 (2 B~501S) 67
HINES 13 5 A
P.CKS 37 76 23
UNTFORMS 49 & Ly 5
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SUBJECT: Operaticnal Renort for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1968 (Cont'd)

WHERLER/WALLOWA  PAaTRICK  HMACARTHUR

MED SUPPLIES (I.BS) 31 5 14
PHONiS 1 L 3
STRUCTURES 308 149 119
RuDIOS 3 0 q
RICK (TONS) 32.5 5 0
LOMM GRENADES 1 24 12
SALT (TOHS) 75 0 0
RICK IIILLING HACH'S 3 0 0

3., (C)} OPER.TIUNS .ID TRAINING
a., Plans

(1) During the period covered by this report the 3d Brigsde Task Force
ias responsible for assisting amerieal Division in the relief of 3d Brigede
elentents fron the Wheeler/Wallowa AO and planning the relief of 2nd Brigace,
1st Air Cavalry Division in the Patrick AO effective 291200H February 1968.

(2) During the latter part of the reporting period, the 3d Brigade
plrnned and conducted the relief of 173rd airborne Brigrde in the MacArthur
AO effective 302000H March 19468.

b. Operations

(1) General: During the period 1 Feb - 30 March 1968 the 3@ Brignde
participated as a Task Force in Operation Wheeler/Wallows and Operation
Patrick, During Operaticn Wheeler/Wallowa (1 Feb - 28 Feb 1968) the 3d Brigode
conducted recon in force operations in its respective area of responsibility
with attachiaents from C Troop, lst Sguadron, 10th Arnored Cavelry and the 2nd
Battalion, 9th irtillery, The contacts during this period were heavy with the
zost significant cction occurring during the Tet Offensive, 4t this time the
3d PBrigade Task Force was employed to exert maximum pressure on the enenies!
southwestern flank in order to relieve pressure during the attack on Da lang,
and to block the enemy withdrawal routes into his established base »reas., In
order to accomplish this iissicn,3d Drigade elements were combat assaulled on

controlling terrain features, wherc batialion fire support bases were established,
From the FSB, companies conduciuG reden in feree operations to block eneuy routes

of egress and deny the enemy access tu previcusl: estoblishec base areas, The
actiun of the 3d Brigade Task Force in blocking routes of egress, interdicting
eneny LOC, and naking maximum utilization of extensive harassing and interdict-
ing fires fron artillery and air thruughcut the L0 were factors in attenucting
the enewy attacks in the Dang Nang-Hoi /n arca, On 28 February the 3d Brigade

Trsk 7 rec was ordered to pass respsnsibility for the Wheeler/Wallows a0 to the
126th Infantry Brigade (Lt and relicve the 2nd Brigede, ist ,.ir Covelry Dive

ision in place and assume the responsibility for the Pairick A0 effective 1200H
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AVDDC-OP L May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Roport for Quarterly Peried Ending 30 april 1968 (Cont'd)

29 Feb 1968, During Operrtion Patrick (29 Feb - 30 Mar 68) the 3d Brigade

Task Force witn attachments from C Troop, lst Squadron, 10th Armored Cavalry

and 2nd Battalion, 9th Artillery conducted detailed recon in force, economy

of forceyand security operations north of Bong Som River and search and clear
operations south of Bong Son River in closc coordination with ARVN and RF/PF
Forces to support the Revolutionary Development ¢ffort and neutralize and de~
stroy cnemy forces in the A0, Battalion operations were characterized by show

of force, maximum utilization of ARVN, RF/FF Forces in combincd operations, and ..
the use of rapid reaction forces which continually disrupted the enemy's cap~
ability to mount significant operations, Enemy contacts during this period

were light due te the continous Brigade operations which forced the enemy to
withdraw in small groups., Operations became a process of methodically searching
for, locating, and destroying small groups of e¢nemy in tunnels, caves, and spider
holes, On 30 March the 3d Brigode Task Force passed responsibility for the
Patrick 40 to the 173rd Airborne Brigade effective 3012004 March 1968 and assumed
responsibility for the MacArthur AO effective 302000H March 1968 and reverted to
Lih Infantry Division control. During the period 30 March through 30 April

the Brigade conducted reconnaissance in foree, bushmaster, and security operatione
to defend the Provincial Capital of Kontum, interdict LOC, and block enemy routes
of sgrees to the Cambodian Border, The contacts during this period were heavy
and in some cases initiated by the enemy; however, in all cases enemy attacks

were repulsed, The general plan was to have infantry battalions establish fire
bases with the battalion command post and supporting artillery and mortars, The
rifle companies were employed to guard the firebase and conduct local operations
while the remainder of the infantry elements conducted operaticns throughout the
TAOR, After the enemy was located and fixed, maximum artillery and tactical

air power were employed to repulse attacks and enable the infantry to advance and
destroy enemy forces, Arc Lights were also employed and exploited to the mex-
imum extent to harass and destroy suspected enemy base areas and troop concen-
trations,

(2) 1st Battalion, l4th Infantry: During the reporting period, the 1st
Battalion, 1hth Infentry participated in Operation Wheeler/Wzllows with the Batw -
talion CP at LZ Hardcore, west of Hoi An Vic AT977501 under the operational con-
trol of the 3d Brigade Task Force, Lth Infentry Division. Later in the reporting
period the battalion deploycd to LZ English and conducted operations from LZ
Geronimo (BS880174), the Battalion Fire Support Base, after relieving elements
of the 1-8th Infantry, 1lst Air Jrvaiey Division in zone, Operations continued
in Patrick/Cochise Area of Operntions under the control of the 3d Brigace Task
Force. Upon departure of the 3d Eripgadc Task Force to Kontum City (Mach ~thur
£0), the Golden Dragons reverted to the opcresticnal control of the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade and continued security missions and reconnaissance in force oper-
ations in the Cochise AO, On 6 April 1968, the Golden Dragons were relieved of
miscirns in the Cochise AO by the 3d Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry and pre—
pcrel for deployment to the lMacArthur AO, On 17 April 31968 the Ratialicn con-
ducted multiple combat assaults to LZ No Slack (ZE997CET; £-om Polei Klerg als-
strip, On 17 ipril 1948, the Battalion was ordered to cstaslish a new fire
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support base vie YA 8359065 in order to relieve prussure of LZ llile High and LZ
Inconing (FSB 14) and block cnemy apuroach fron the west, On 29 opril 1968 the
Battalion was ordercd to conduct r coriket cssault and establish a new fire sup-
port base at the Chu Do Ridge vic Ya 899933, During this reporting period the
Battalion had many niner contacts and ritbush engrge ients with a major enemy con-
tact occurring on 29 npril 1968.

(3) 21st Battalion, 35th Infantry: During the reporting period the
1st Bettalion, 35th Infantry participated in Operaticn Wheeler/Wallowa with
the Battalion CP located at LZ Baldy (BT132453) and LZ Cacti (BTO59479) under
the operatiunal control of the 3d Brigade Task Force, hLth Infaatry Division,
On 19 February 1958 the Battalion roved to Pershing 40 and became OPCCE to the
2nd Brigede, 1st .ir Cavalry Division, On 29 Fc¢b she Cacti Green rcturned to
the cperational control of 3d Brigade Task Force ana par.icipated in Operation
Patrick with the Battalion CP located at LZ English (BS875010), On 29 iiarch
1968 the Cacti Creen deployed to Machrthur A0 and participated in Operation
Macirthur and established a Battali-n CP at LZ Mile High (YA937931) and ¢t LZ
Bass (Zi027934). During the repcrting period the Battalion had a nunber of minor
centacts and ambush engageiients with 3 major contacts ccecurting cn 9 February, 5
and 15 april 1968,

(4) 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry: During the reporting reriod the 2nd
Bettalion, 35th Infantry partieipated in Opcration Wheeler/Wallowa with a Bet-
talicn CP located at LZ Ross (ATOR5043) under the operationmal contrel of the 3d
Brignde Task Force, 4th Infantry Division., On 13 February 1968 the Battalion
cane under the operational contrcl of the 196th Infantry Brigade (Lt), and estab-
lished a Battalion CP at LZ Ryder (BT947345) and continued to participate in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. On 20 March 1968 the Cacti Blue carie under the oper-
aticnal control of the 1lth Infantry Brigade »nd perticipated in Operation Cham-
paign ond established a new Battalion CP at LZ Thunder (BS87.4325). On 26 Morch
1968, 2nc Battalion, 35th Infantry ceployed from LZ Thunder to Fire Suiiort Base
7 (24025933) and participnted in Operation Machrthur under the operaticnal con-
trol of 173rd airborne Brigade. On 29 March 1968 the Battalion was released from
operatiinal control of the 173rd Airborne Brigade and vecane OPCON to the 3d
Brigrde, 4th Infantry Division and established Bettelion CP's at FSB 7 (Zi025933)
ond LZ Mile High (YA937931). During the reporting period the Bottalion had num-
erous uinor contacts and mzbush engopcuents and L major contacts occurring on 1
February, 27 - 29 February, 3 Mrreh  ~nd 30 March - 8 April 1968,

(5) C Company, Ath Engineer Srttalion:
(a) General: During the reporting period 1 Feb - 30 ..pr 1968,
Company C, 4th Engineer Battaliun continued to suppurt the 3d Brigade with
corbat. engineer support in the areas of cperation and with construction ond
mairicnance support at "LZ Baldy", "LZ English", and "LZ Mickey I‘ousc'.
(b) Operations (LZ Balcy)
1 Clearing landing zones

CONFIDENTIAL
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N i it

sive positions,

perimeters.

(c)

(d)

(1Z Mary Lou).

sive positions.
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2 Dectruction of enemy caves, tunnels, bunkers, and defen-

3 Construction, maintenance, and clearing of defensive

4 Hine clearing operations on Highway 535.

5 Peneprime distribution,

Operations {LZ English)

P

i

(CR S W

Construction and maintenance of Brigade Forward Bane.
Perieprime distribution.

HMaintenance of helipads,

Construction of defenses around Bong Son Bridge.

Mine clearing operations on Highway TI3A and Highway #1.

Operations (LZ lickey Mouse)

1

P

lo~ b B

Cieéring and construction of new Brigade Forward Base

Road construction into LZ Mary Lou,

Destructicn of enemy caves, tunnels, bunkers, and defen=-

Clearing and construction of Battalion Firebases.
Mine clearing cperations sn Highway 511.

Maintenance of water supply point.

(5) 2nd Battalion, Stb Artillery:

{a) General: During the “eriod 1 February to 30 April 1968, the
mission of the 2nd Batialion, Oth Artillery was direct support of the 3d Bri-

gade,

1l Battery A was in direct support of the 1l-lith Infantry
from 1 February to 27 February 1968. From 28 February to 17 March 1968
Batterv A was in direct suptort of 1-35th Infantry. From 18 March to 30
April 1968, Battery A was in direct support of 2-35ih Infartry,

2 B.ttery B was in direct support of 1-35th Infantry from

CONFIDENTIAL
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1 Feiruary to 17 February 1968, From 18 Februrry to 30 April Battery B was in
direct support of 1-14th Infentry.

Battery C, was in direct support of the 2-35tk Infantry from
1 February to 17 april 1968, From 18 .pril to 30 /pril 1968 Battery C was in dir-
ect support of 1-35th Infantry,

Additional artillery units which were under the operational
control (OPCON) of this Battalion were as follows:

2 Operation Wheeler/Wallowa

(;) Battery D, 1-14th Artillery wes OPCCN from 13 Feb~
ruary to 27 February with the mission of direct support.

(g) Battery €, 3-82nd Artillery was OFCON from 3 Febe
rurry to 27 February with the mission of direct support of l-6th Infantry.

(3) Battery C, 3~1éth Artillery (155) was general sup-
port, reinforeing the 2~9th /irtillery during the period,

‘a) Battery W, 2-~11lth Marines (155) wess attached to
3-16th Artillery with the mission of general support, reinforcing the 2-9th Artil-
lery.

(4) Battery B, 3-18th artillery (8" and 175) was generzsl
suprort, reinforcing the 2-9th irtillery throughout the period,

(5) Four searchlight sections from Battery C, 29th
nrtillery were attached throughout the perioed.

b Operation Patrick

(1) Ath Battalion, 60th irtillery (iW) provided 16 M~42
(plusters), 3 Quad .50 Caliber machine guns, and L searzhlights which were
OPCON to 2-%9th irtillery throughout the period,

(2) 7th Dattalion, 13th .rtillery (105) was reinforcing
the 2-9th artillery throughout the peri .d,

(3) Battecries i and B, 7th Battolion, 15th artillery
(8" and 175mm) were reinforeing the 2-9th ..rtillery throughcut the period. ;

(a) Battery C, 6th Battalion, 16th Artillery (155)
wag atlached to Tth Batialion, 15th Artillery throughout the peried wich ths
mission of GSR to the 2-%th Artillery,
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¢ Operation Macarthur

(1) Battery A, L4~42nd artillery was OFCON from 30 March
to 3 april 1968 with the mission of direct support of the 1-8th Infantry.

(2) Bettery C, 6-29th artillery was OPCON from 30 March
to 3 April 1968 with the mission of direct support of the 3-8th Infantry.

(3) Battery C, 4~h2nd ariillery was OPCON from 2 April
to 30 April 1968 with the mission of direct support of the 1-22nd Infantry.

(4) Battery 4, 6-29th artillery was OPCON from 3 April
to 30 april with the mission of direct support of the 1-8th Infantry.

(5) Battery C, 1-92nd irtillery (155) was GSR to the
2-%th frtillery during the period.

{6) Battery C, 5-16th Artillery (155) was GSR to the
2-9th Artillery during the period.

(7) Battery €, 5-22nd Artillery (175) was GSR to the
2-9th irtillery during the period.

(8) Battery C, 6~l4th Artillery (8" and 175) was GSR
to the 2-9th Artillery during the period,

(3) Battery D, 5-16th artillery (8") was GSR to the
2-9th artillery from 7 .pril to 30 April 1968,

(10) Battery B, 1-92nd Airtillery (155) was GSR to the
2-9th Artillery from 10 April to 30 April 1568.

(11) 4th Battalion, 60th Artillery (4W) provided 3 H-42
dusters, 1 Guad .50 Caliber mochine gun and one searchlight which were OFCON
to 2-9th srtillery during the period.

(b) Summary of rounds expended by 2-9th artillery during the re-
porting period,

1 Operstion Whesler/Wallowa

IYPE ROUNDS EXPENDED
205 HE L9575
~ B R 3,386
105 TLM 1,911
105 SuOKE 1,118
CONFIDENTIAL
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2 Operation Patrick

TYPE ROUNDS EXPENDED
105 HE 7,369
105 WP 2,220
105 ILLUM 176
105 SHOKE 225

3 COperation Machrthur

TYPE ROUNDS EXPLNDED
105 HE 15,614
105 WP 311
105 ILLUM 15
105 SMOKE L6L

(c) Summary of results of artillery fired in support of 3d Brigrde.

OPERATIUN ENkIY KTi BY ARTILIERY

Wheeler/Waliowa 146 - 25 Secondary Explosions
11 Structures Destroyed

Patrick 98 -~ 12 Secondary Explosions
L Structures Destroyed

MacArthur . 62 - 9 Secondary Explosions
1 X 57 RR Destroyed

(6) Aviation

(a) During the quarter the Brigade Aviation Section flew a total
of 1,473 hours, 2,177 sorties, and carried 1,201 passengers. Of the total OH-
23G flying time, 243 hours ond 434 sorties were flown on scout operations., The
section recorded 5 confirmed KIA ~nd no weapons captured. One aircraft was dam-
aged by mortars and 2 aireraft wert ot down end tobally destroyed,

(b) Tactical Air Support statistics for the reporting period were
as follows:

FaC_MISSIONS COMBAT SKY SPOTS
REC FLOAN REQ FLHK
FEB 142 104 62 22
MR 104 62 L6 16
APR 397 220 30 61
TOTAL 6L4 386 2L 99
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(7) Training

(z) During the reporting period 3d Brigade, Lth Infantry Division
perscnnel graducted from the following schoeols:

SCHOOL GRADUATED
3d Brigade NCO Preparatory School Lo
4th Infantry Division NCC School 3L
1..CV Recondo Schocol 0
Lth Infantry Division Pre-Recondo School 17

() A one=day in country orientation and training course was
conducted by the 3d Brigade NGO Preparatory School for replacements received
during the period 1 February = 30 March 1968. This training was supplemented
during periods of stand-down or while units were providing security for bat-
talion fire bases. This training censisted of individual instruction on the
following subjects:

1 Faniliarization and zercing of individual weapons.

(18]

Artillery and nmortar forward observer procedures,
Patrolling and bushmaster techniques.

CER Proficiency.

[ERTSI

Briefing on intelligence and operations by the Battalion
5~-2's and S-3's,

(¢) During the period 30 March - 30 April 1968 mandatory and
refresher training was corducted by 3d Brigade elements while participating in
the Division Rotation Program at Carp Enari,

(8) Chemical: During the reporting period extensive use was made of
the airborne personnel detector in suppcrt of 3d Brigade cperations, Bulk CS
lelivery systens were used in Operntion mMocirthur with 3550 rounds being drop-
ped since 1 April 1968,

4. (C) LOGISTICS

a. General: The 3d Brigade Support Battalion (Prov) had the primary respon~
sibility for logistical support of the Brigade until 31 March 1968, From 1
April 1968 through 30 /pril 1968, the 4th Supgly and Transportation Battalion
throvgh their forward support elements located at Yerfum hnd jwir v resvonsi-
bility for logistical sunpprt. Gencral support was provided oy T. FrwZiot fron
1 February - 28 Februnrv 1968 while the Brig:de

CONFIDENTIAL
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was at LZ Baldy. [t LZ English general support was provided by FSL (Task

Force Lathrop) from 29 February - 30 March.19%8. Ak Kontum general support

was provided by the 4th Infantry Division. it LZ Baldy repair parts requisi-

tions were passed through the general support maintenance support unit, the

188th Maintenance Battalivn at Chu Lal., A4t LZ English repair part reguisitions

were passed threugh the general support maintenance activity at Qui Nhon, From

1 February to 30 March all other requisitions were deliverad by courier to Qui
_Nhon depot. From 30 March the forward elements of the Brigade at Kontum have
““been supported by B Company, 704th Maintenance for repair parts, The Brigade

rear detachment at Camp Enari is supported by Headquarters and i Company, 70Lth
Maintenance,

b. Supply
(1) Class I

(a) Ration breakdown for the Brigade was accomplished by the 3d
Support Battalion (Prov) until 30 March 1948, Perishables were stored in two
1% ton refrigerator vans and four 600 cubic feet refrigerators, From 3C March
to 30 April 1968 raticn breckdown for the Brigade was the responsibility of the
forward support elements of the 4th S & T Battalion located ot Kontum, RVN,

(b) Class I issue for the reporting periods:

& Rations -~ 371,520
C Rations -~ 106,466

(2) Class II and IV

(2) From 1 February 1968 through 3D March 1968 Depot shipped direct-
1y to our activity address code through the Brigade Supply Officer to a Class II
and IV storage and distribution area. This was made possible ty the opening of
& supply account which enabled all organic, attached, and OFCON units to requisi-
tion and draw directly from the Brigade Supply Officer, From 30 March to 30
april 1968 Class II and IV Items were handled by Lth Infantry Division Supply
Officer at Fleiku. Fortification materials were issued from the Forward Support
Element at Kontum,

(3) Class III

(a) &t LZ Baldy, all fuels were wholesale issued by 3d Support
Battalion (Frov)., Stockage capacity was 100,000 gallons, At LZ English all
fuels were wholesale issued by the FSA (Task Force Lathrop). At Kontum the
responsibility of Closs IIT was the responsibility of the Forward Support Element
of th< 4th 5 & T Battalicn.

(b) POL issue for the reporting pericd (gellons): JP-4 (1,012,000)-
AVG.S (963,500) ~ MOGAS (329,400) - Diesel (372,000).
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SUBJECT: Opecraticac? icp 1t far Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1968 (Cent'd)
(4) Class V
{(s) At 1Z Baldy, TF FRAZIER operated the ASP and resupply of
Class V originated from Chu Lai, " At 1Z English FSA (Task Force Lathrop) oper-
ated the ASP and resupply of Class V originated at (ui Nhon, At Kontum the
3d Brigade operated its own ASP with resupply coming from Pleiku,

(b) Class V issues for the reporting period:

TYPE HOUNT
155mm HE 18,942
105mm HE 64,709
42" HE 21,663

(5) Transportation

(a) Two (2) light truck squads and one (1) medimm truck squad
from the 3d Support Battalion (Prov) supported the Brigade until 30 March 1968.
From 30 March to 30 April 1968 the 4th Infantry Division Transportation Officer
provided support to the Brigade.

(b) At LZ Baldy Air Force C-123 aircraft provided by Americal
Divisicn Transportation Officer, arranged scheduled aircraft between the
Brigade and its rear detachment at Pleiku., At LZ Enplish the 4th Infantry
Dirision Transportation Officer provided scheduled C7-2 aircraft between the
Brigade and its rear detachment st Pleiku. At Kontum the Ath Infantry Division
Transportation Officer provided scheduled C §:4 aircraft between Kontum and the
34 Brigade rear detachment at Fleiku, Air Force (~123 aireraft also make
scheduled airlifts between Kontum and Pleiku, During the reporting period
the following air movement record was compiled:

1 Sorties -~ 273

2 Passengers - 3,601

3 Curgo - 74 ten
{(6) Medical

(a) D Company, 4th Medical Battalion provided immediate medical
support for the 3d Brigade during the reporting periocd., Medical ecvacuation
suppo-t. in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa was provided by the 54th Helicopter
Ambulance Company with paticnts being sent %o 2nd Surgical. Hospital in Chu ILai

CONFIDENTIAL
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and the Naval Station Hospitzl in Da Nang. During Operation Patrick evacuation
facilities were provided by the L98th Helicopter Ambulance Company with patients
being evacuated to the £7th and 85th Evacuation Hospitals in Qui Nhon, During

Operations in the MacArthur A0, mcdical evoacuation facilities heve been provided

by the 283rd Helicopter ambulance Compnny with paticnts being taken to the 7lst
Bvacuation Hospital in Pleiku,

(b) Medical statisties for reporting periods

Diseasc Patients - 172
Battle Casualtics - 551
Non-battle Casualties -_237

TOTAL 1,560
5., {C) CIVIL AFFAIRS:

a., General:

Priority of effort was directed towards the following three
areas:

Public health and sanitation, refugee relief, and civie constructicn,
All projects were designed to be short range and high impact in nature, All
projects were coordinated with GVN Officials and most of the work was performed
by indigenous personnel. US personnel and units participating in civic action
were the 3d Brignde S-5 Section, 51st AL Platoon, 29th Civil Affairs Team, 13th
VA Team, klst Civil Affairs Company; and three subsector MACV Advisory Teams.

GVN agencies included ten RDC Teams; GVN refugee relief personnel, VIS personnel,
and o New Zealand redcap Team.

! b, Public health and sanitstion

(1) Modeap results

(a) 3ick €211 gL08

() Youth Health 1478

{e) Baths for Children 432

(2) GVN health workers trained 9

(3) Latrines constructed 5

i (4) Public health films sz 11

(5) Bong Son Hospital was @ ....ted 6,500 1bs of Medical supplies,

¢, Public cducation:

) (1) Construction began on two schools with five class rooms being come
pleted .

(2) Seven English Classes were taught to a total of 140 children,
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(3) Fifty-one pounds of school supplies were distributed,

d, Refugee Relief: Three thousand (3,000) pounds of food, and one iun-
dred and six (106) pounds of clothing were distributed.

e, Civil Construction
(1) Homes repaired ~ L
(2) Roads built and repaired - 40 Km
(3) Dispeas ries built - 2
(4) Bridges repaired - 3
f. Psychological Warfare:

1) Psychological Operations included leaflet drops, ground and zerisl
speaker missions (both live ond taped).

(2) ZLeaflet drops and aerial speaker missions were accomplished using

CH-47, O~2B, ~nd UH-1D aircraft, Ground missions were accomplished with 250
Watt and 500 Watt speakers,

(3) Armed Propaganda Teams were very cffective when used during mede
caps conducted in contested villages and when employed with rifle compcnies
cperating in populcted areas,

(4) Summary:
(a) Leaflets dropped - 34,001,387
(b} aerial speaker time — 215 hours
(¢) Ground :peaker time = 90 hours
{d) Ralliers - 2
(e) Leaflets made ~ 1.
(f) Tapes mnde = 5

6. (C) PERSONMEL:

a- Unit strergths as of 1 Fobruary, 1 March, and 1 April weve as follows:

1 FEB 1 MR 1 APR
HHC 225 223 232
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LB L IR 1

1-14TH INF 893 805 782

1 1-35TH INF 88y, 779 819
2-35¥H INF 879 775 732

TOTAL 2,881 2,582 2,565

b. Total numbers of casualties suffered during the period:

FEB HAR AFR
KLk WIA KIb WIe KIA WIA
HHC 0 0 0 0 0 0
1-L,TH TNF 37 121 o0 L3
1-35TH . 28 90 3 10 16 79
2-35TH INF _13 60 6 28 g 32
: TOTAL 78 27 9 47 28 2
cs Total replacements received during the period:
HHC 23 21 3
1-J4TH INF L8 36 n
1-35TH INF 37 A 131
2-35TH INF A7 76 B
TOTAL 125 197 379

ds R & R Program
(1) R &R utilization figures for the period are as follows:
ALLOCATIONS RECEIVED  ALLOC.TIONS USED PERCENT JSED

FEB 194 187 9%
MiR 27 272 98
CONFIDENTIAL
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ALIOCATIUNS RECEIVED  ALLOCATICNS UsSkD  PERCEMT USLD
AFR 299 279 100
€

Awards presented during the reporting peried:

Distinguished Service Cross 0 0 0]

Distinguished Service ledal 0 0 0

Silver Star Medal 1 8 5

legion of Merit 0 0 0

Distinguished Flying Cross 0 0 3

Bronze Star with ny» 15 12 3L

Bronze Star Medal 6 13 13 ;
Air Hedal 8 3 11 :
Army Commendation Medal with ny 2 1 11
Army Commendation Medal by 76 153

L, € Vi
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STy CUpersticnsl Demors Jor “azrterly Feriod Ending 30 April 1648 {Cext'd)
SICTIVH 2 (C) OCHIZAIDIRS OLEZRV:TIONS
Cbservaticns (Lessons Learned)
1. (U) Fersonnel: lot Used
2, (C) Intelligence:
a., Infra Hed Yissicn

(1) Cbservation: Rapid dissemination of red haze read-outs will enable
artillery to place effective fire on located targets,

(2) Evaluation: Using the data link sysiem at Dragon Mountain, targets
can ve identified and the information disseminated to Brigade Headquarters be-
fore the target can relocate,

(3) Recomendations: Information gathered on infra-red missions should
be digseminated to Brigede level within two (2) hours,

b. Use of OlE aircraft as artillery forward observers-

(1) Observation: Headhunter aircraft may be used effectively for
artillery spotting when operating on artillery commnication channels,

(2) Evaluation: By entering the artillery command net headhunter air-
craft will have immediate access to artillery support and can coordinate with
artillery liaison officers for movement between battalion area of operations. 4

(2) Recommendation: Headhunter aircraft should enter the artillery :
cormand net concurrent with entry into the Brigade AO, i

ce NVA Road Network :

(1) Observation: The NVA have constructed a road network in western
Kontum Province and are using it to facilitate resupply. !

(2) Evaluation: The road systenm hrs greatly increased the NVA resupply
capablility and it is expectcd that expansion efforts will continue. P

(8) Recormendetiont The USAF should develop a edmprehensive inter- -
diction program and be given the road network as an area of operation. ¥

d, NVA Dumies

(1) Observation: 1In contacts made with the NVA in April 1968, dumnies
made of clothing stuffcd with leaves were found tied to trees,

CONFIDENTIAL
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(2) Evaluation: These dumics were positioned to draw fire and dis-
close US positions, The degrec of success enjoyed was directly related to the
care taken in placing the dumies,

(3) Recommendation:- US Forces should be made aware of this technique
and be prepasred to cope with the situation,

3. (C) Operaticns
aes Combined Operations

(1) Observation: Experience in operations with ARVN intelligence teams
has proved beneficial to the combat operations of the Brigade. A specific squad
was normally assigned a mission to support a given Battalion and a rapport was
quickly established that enhanced combat operations,

(2) Evaluation: In an attempt to further integrate both US and ARVN
Yorces in combined operations, intelligence teams were furnished upon reguest
down to company level, These tewms proved to be of great assistance in that
they provided valuable information, which was extremely beneficial to US Troops.
Their ability to communicate as well as their knowledge of VC/NVA tactics have
proven invalusble to Brigade operations,

(3) Recommendstion: Whenever the tactical situation permits, US Units

should employ ARVN Intelligence Teams, Results obtained will be beneficial to
FWF Operations,

b. lMinibase Conecept

(1) Observation: The Minibase concept has proven effective in en-
hancing the distribution of combat power to support attacking rifle companies.
The minibase compliments and provides the needed fire power from the battalionls
L,2" Platoon., Further combat power is given the minibase by restricting the
Hecon Platoons sctivities on or near the base., Security of the minibase is
further enhanced by its selection of difficult commanding terrain from which
106 IR can provide direct fire on targets of opportunity. In conjunction with
the Battalion CP, the minibase ~lso solves the problem of securiiy of the Bate-
talion Command Group,

(2) Evaluation: In a search Jor methods to further enhance the combat
fire power and effectiveness of the attacking companies without a major change
in the Battalion CP and Battalion Trains, the minibcse concept was developed.

(3) Recommendation: Whenever the tactical situation prohibits the re-

deplryment of the Battalion CP and the accompanying tréins, it is highly rocom-
nmended that the minibase concept be employed.
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¢, HNon-purmiscive Air Operations

(1) Observation: During operations by the 1-1hth Infantry, vic 12
Hardcore, a unique and unusual experience wos encountered, Upon the estab-
lishment of the Battalien CP the entire area was designated a "non-permissive
entry" area to helicopters and light aircraft due to intensive enemy anti-air-
craft emplacements throughout the area, ..Zs mariked with smoke were constantly
in danger of enemy mortar and recoilless riile fire, To offset this situation
the Battalion established flight corridors and all aircraft entering this area
were required to check in with a Battalion Air/Cround Center. Furthermore 211
resupply, medevac, and CH-47 sorties were supported by artillery, gunships, or
close air support., Gunships were used cxtensively throughout the period with
the responsibility for the tactical briefing often coming from the Battalion
Commander while in flight and, on occasion, fron the infantry company commander
ir contact,

(2) Evaluation: In a search for a solution to the "non-permissive" air
conditions, ground commanders recdily adopted to the situation by establishing
Air/Ground control elements with the responsilibity of controlling all aircraft
within this area, Signaling mirrors as well as other items were utilized to
control. the aircraft coming into landing zones rather than smoke., Cround unit
cormanders became proficient at delivering in flight briefings,as often this was
all the tactical situation permitted.

(3) ERecoumendation: Whenever a situation such as this arises the unit
com .ander 1ust remain flexible and be prepared to adjust to new situations as they
arise,

d. Chemical llunitions Employment

(1) Observation: - During the reporting period the 3d Brigade had the
opgortunity to cmploy C5 by means of the 4.2" delivery system, Difficulty was
experienced during the TOT duc mainly to fuze tining problems, In general the
rounds exploded early and therefore did not cover the objective area effectively.
Upon insertion of ground troops, only aminutes later, it was discovered that ground
troops did not need protuctive masks,

(2) Evalustion: ot spii._ ebio

(3) Recommendation: It io selt that if the fuze timing (and concur-
rently the adjustr nt problem) and the persistency of the round is improved,
the terminal effects will match the capabilities of the delivery weapon and thé *
weapons system will be erfective in surprise actions for the infantry battalions,

rs Command ~nd Control Eelicopters

(1) Cbgervation: Helicopters utilized by battalion commanders are not
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couirpedidth cufficient rodio drop cords to allow all members of <he aircraft
to properly comnunicrte. ‘

(2) Evaluation: Helicopters provided as command and control ships
with insufficient radie drop cords hamper the tacticel operation by forcing the
battalion coninander to communicate with the pilots on the Battalion Command
Net, '

(3) Recomendation: All comand and control ships utilized by Battalion
Cormanders should be equipped with sufficient radio drop cords to allow the com~
mander to communicaote with crew members and pilot without jamming the Battalion
Cormaand Net with his instruction.

f. Combat Assagults. and Extractiins

(1) Observation: On numerous ocassions aircraft coming into a pick=-up
zone or a landing zone have had their side doors on and their seats down, This
practice is considered extremely hazardous, as it hammers the infantry personnel

ovenent, thus fercing the ~girergft to stay on the ground longer than would
normally be necessary,

(2) Evaluation: In an attempt to reduce the time involved at pick-up
zones and landing zones, aireraft have been instructed to remove their doors
and raise their seats.

(3) Recommendation: Whenever aircraft’ are reporting for & combat
assault or an extraction, it should be a matter of Division SOP that all doors
be removed and all seats remain in the uprigh% position.

g. Aircraft Consoles

(1) Observation: It has been determined that the command znd control
ships provided the battalion commanders have insufficient communication systems,
The FM radios of most aircraft are unreliable, thus requiring the commander
o have a UHF and bzck up'FM czpability,

(2) Evaluation: To copc with this problem the Battalion Communication
Sections have constructed consolcs with 2 FM radios (AN/VRC 46s) and 2 PRC 25s
to provide the battalion commander with an cdequate communicstions system,

(3) Recommendations Aircraft consoles should be made available for
command and control ships to increase unit comaander's control of gunships,

1lift ships, airborne FACs, participating ground units, and airborne members of
the command group,
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L

he Use of the .45 Caliber Pistol in Holes and Tunnels

o, R

{1) Obscrvation: The usc of the .45 Cal Pistol during tunnel clearing
operaticns has proven impractical due to the deafening effects from the pistol
being fired in a confined crea.

(2) Evaluaticn: Not Applicnble

(3) Recormendntion: One (1) ,38 Cal Pistol with silencer should be issuec
each company to support tunnel clearing operations,

i. Clearing lidges

(1) Observation: During recent operations the enemy has teen observed
cllowing friendly units te rnove unhdndered along ridgelines, When a U, S. unit
reaches a pru=sclocted locaticon along a ridge, the vnery fires”direet and indir-
vet fire weapons fr.:. concenled drows that lead into the ridge. -

(2) Evaluation: A nmethod of reconnaissance by fire is now being em-
ployed by maneuver elements to insure that reverse slecpes and gullies do not pro-
vide crncealment for the enemy along routes of advance.

(3) Recormendations:‘ The necessity for flank security must be emphasized
to small unit leaders, with specific attention directed to clearing all adjacent
ridge lines and draws, and making maxinum utiligation of reconnaissance by fire
to thuse draws immedintely to their front.

j« Use of Aerial Reconnaissance Teams in Fortified Areas

(1) Observation: During the Battle of AP BON, aerial reconnaissznce
teams were of great assistance in picking up enemy moveﬂent along hidden trenches
flanking friendly forces.

(2) Evaluation:' In all situations friendly units were alerted of enenmy
noverient on their flanks in sufficient tine to react and employ artillery, Blocking
forces to prevent the enemy in gaining their objectives.

(3) BRecommendation: Acrial. reconnaiscance aircraft should be provided to
elemenis entering known eneny fortified crzas so that early warniing of enemy
activity and quick reaction by friendly forces cnn be achieved,

k. Hoi Chanhs
(1) Observation: On 20 April 1968, 2 NVA NCOs rallied to Company A,

2=35th Infantry at FSB 14. Upon entering the perimeter they set off a trip
flare causing them to run away. Only after intensive persuasion did they enter
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the compeny perinmeter, Upon interrogation they revealed that they had read
numerous Hoi Chanh Leaflets but did not know how the proper wry to surrender.

(2) Evaluation: Not Applicable

(3) Recomendation: A commion surrender technigue should be developed
to disseminate to all US Troops to facilitate future surrenders of Hoi Chanhs,

4e (C) I1OGISTICS
a. IRP Rations

(1) Observation: LRP rations were designed to support elements on ex~
tended operaticns.

(2) Evaluation: Although the Brigrde had piasnned many extended operations
LRP Rations have not been available through normal supply channels to support a
battalion operation.

(3) Recommendation: LRP Rations should be nade available and issued to
units planning extended operations for a period of three days or longer.

b, Disposable Food Containers’

(1) Observation: Operations have been frequently delayed due to non-
avrilability of aircraft to extract foed containers,

(2) Evaluation: Disposable Food Containers made available on a linited
basis, appear to be the solution. By utilizing these containers on a larger scale,
aircraft sorties may be significantly reduced and operational deleys ninimized.

(3) Recommandaticn: Disposable Food Containers should be providecd in
sufficient quantity to eliminate the need for deily extrection of food containers
prior to the conducting of tactienl opur-ticns,

¢, Air-dropable water containcr

(1) Observation: Operatiens iuring the past have demonstrated a need
for a water container durable enough $@ withstand an air drop, yet light enough
to be carried until extracticn.

(2) Evaluation: lot applicabli

(3) BRecanicnd:tion: L dropable wotur container sheuld be doveloped to

allow resupply of elenents operating in nountains or in terrain where it is
either ivpracticzl  pr  opcrationally undesirable to cut landing zones,
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d, Forwrd Logiciic 1 Support

(1) Observaticn: Wnile operating as a separate task force, the 3d Brigade
received itfs logistical suppert from the 3d Provisional Support Batialion which
has since becn dissolved, Currently the Brigrde has only a limited FSE which
provides fast roving Cless II and Class IV items corposed mainly of defensive
naterials, i. c., Conccrtina barbed wire and sandbags. This necccssitates pro=-
curring items essentinl to tactical operations fron the Division Supply Officer
in Pleiku, Experience hns proven this to be a tine consuming process that could
be eliminated by stockage of these items at the Brigode FSB.

(2) Fraluation: Not Applicable
{3) Recorriendaticn: The FSE supporting the Brigade should be required

to stock Class II and Class III at Kontum, This would make the supply system
much more responsive to the requirenents of the combat battalions.,

e. Cargo Rigging for External Chinook Loads

{1) Cvservation: Due to the non-availibility of secure 1LOC in the
Brigade A0 and the shortage of Uil aircraft for resupply,it is necessary to
move Class I and Class V by Chinook. The wear out period for ecargo slings pre-

. sently in use by this brigrde is 10 external loads. The slings available to the

Brigade have been used in excess of the prescribed 10 loads, Net failure has
been experienced and nay continue in direct prop@®ft+ion to the number of Jcads
carried,

(2) Evaluation: Although attempts have buen made to procure these
slings through supply chamnels only linited quantities have been recetved,
“

(3) Recomriendation: Irmediate commsnd emphasis be given to the pro-
curement of rigging equipment for Chinecok sorties,

5. (C) PSYCHOLOGICAL/CIVIL AFFATRS OPERATIONS
a. Psychclogical Warfare Loudspeaker System

(1) Observation: Psyctolegienl warfare loudspeaker systens currently
being used by elements of the Lth Pa¥t:zicn hove many short comings,

(2) BEvalustion: A completely satisfactory power source for the
speaker systems employed on the ground in support of infantry units has not
been developed, The 250 watt system is currently being powered by the two
FRC 25 batteries connected by WD-l commo wire, Two 12 volt batteries are being
used to power the 500 watt system but frequent recharging is necessary. The
equipent is very sensitive and frequent malfunctions occur due to normal
handling under field conditions., Dur.ng the monsoun excessive moisturc causes
shorts in the system because componest parts are not waterproof,
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(3) hecuswndations Lightweight, conpact, durable, water-proof, speaker

syslens with adapter plugs for batteries cormonly used by infantry units should
be adopted for euployrment with psychologicnl warfare field team:

b. Hoi Chanh reaction to US/South Victnamese Ultimate Victory Claims in
Psychological Warfare Propaganda

(1) Observation: Two Hoi Chanhs who rallied to the 3d Brigsde on 20
April 1968 stated that US/South Vietnariese ultimate victory claims are being
repudiated by NVA political officers.

(2) Evaluation: NVA political officers are telling the NV. soldiers
that the goal of US/Scuth Vietnsmese forces is to totally destroy North Vietnam
and the North Vietnamese Army. Propaganda develcped from these claims tends to
make the NVA soldiers fignt harder.

(3) Recommendations: Ultinate victory claims should be eliminated from
propaganda leaflcts, broadcasts, and newsletters.

¢, DImployment of Armed Propaganda Teams

(1) Observation: Arned Propaganda Teaus can be employed effectively
at battalion gnd company level,

(2) Evaluation: An effective nmwthod of enploying Armed Propagenda
Platoons is to attach them to battalions in two man teans. The teams should
be provided with US fatigues, boots, weap-ns, and field gear, They should
further be attached to rifle companics to participate in operations being con-
ducted in populated areas, The teams can alsc he effectively enployed during
Medcaps in support of tactical operations or with psychological warfare loud-
speaker teams,

(3) Recormendationt When Armed Propaganda Teans are avail.ble, they
should be employed by Infantry battalions and companies,

d. ILeaflet Drops over North Vietnam
(1) Observaticn: Leaflet drops over North Vietnanm should be continued,
(2) Evaluation: In an interview with Sgts Nguyen Si Bo and Hoang Van
Can, Hoi Chanhs who rallied Lo the 3d Brigade on 20 April 1968, both men stated
that leaflet drops over North Vietnan have a demoralizing effect on NVA Soldiers
before they rezeh South Vietnam.

(3) Recormendation: Leaflet campaigns over the trail complexes in
North Vietiam, Laos, and Cambodia should be centinued.
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e. Varinticns in Leaflet Appeal

(1) Obgervation: Attaching blank envelopes and/or writing paper
to leaflets would cause more leaflets to be read by the enemy.

(2) Evaluation: Hoi Chanhs have stated that if plain pieces of
paper or envelopes were attached Lo propaganda nmaterial there would he nore
incentive to pick up tle leaflets and thus be exposed to the literature, NVA
gsoldiers would like to use the paper and envelopes in writing home, If the

political officers denied the soldiers use of the writing materials morale
problems could result,

(3) Recormendation: Sele:ted leafletas and newsletters shculd have
paper and envelopes attached,

£, Civil Affairs.

(1) Observation: Village improvement projscts are wost effective when
the villagers are required to participate in the projects.

(2) Evaluation: In some cases improverent projects which have been
corpleted solely by US Civic Action Tems are not even used by the Vietnanese,
However, when the Vietnamese participate a sense of pride in the project is
derived and conmunity spirit is generated.

(3) Recormendationt A civic action project should not begin without
the approval of the villagers and their pledge to participate in its construc~
tion until completion, .
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3 Incl: . Commanding
1 ~ Map of Wheeler/Wallowa AO
2 = Map of Patrick AQ
3 ~ Map of MacArthur AO

DISTRIEUTION:
CINCUSARPAC 2 00, C/4TH ENGR 1
DCG, USARV 3 €O, HHC 3/LTH 1
CG, IFFV 2 co 1
CG, 4TH IF DIV 2 DCO 1
CG, AMERICAL DIV 1 X0 1
CO, L-14TH INF 1 51 1
CO, 1-35TH INF 1 52 1
€0, 2-35TH INF 1 53 1
€O, 2-9TH ARTY 1 54 1
CC, 29TH MIL KIST2 1
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA-GC-0T 13 June 1968 3¢

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division
for Period Ending 30 April 16.,8, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam,
ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375

(C) This lLeadquarters has evaluated subject report and makes the
following recommendations and comments.

a, Reference paragraph 2b Section 2 page 21, Use of OlE air-
craft as artillery forward observers. All US Artillery units of
IFFORCEV have been directed to establish liaison with Army Air and
Air Force (FAC) elements, exchange SOI/SSI's and insure that pilots
are familiar with artillery fire request procedures.

b. Reference paragraph 3e Section 2 page 23, Command and Cone
trol Helicopters. The shifting of aviation assets from one unit to
another makes it impractical te designate certain helicopters as
C and C helicopters. Rather than equip all helicopters with extra
drop cords each unit should obtain Y cords which can be plugged into
the crew chief or gunrer's dropcord to serve the same purpose.

c. Reference paragraph 3g Section 2 page 24, Alrcraft Consoles.
The present radios are considered reliable, With present aviation
assets only commanders of brigades or higher have the exclusive
use of C and C helicopters, The solution used by the 3d Brigade
appears the best solution at this time.

d. Reference paragraph 3k Section 2 page 25, Hoi Chanhs.
Current national rally instructions are widely disseminated but are
too general in nature. This deficiency has been noted and MACV has
requested 4th PSYOPS Group study the problem nationwide, More
specific media will be developed.

e, Reference paragraph 4a Section 2 page 26, LRP Rations.
Qui Nhon Support Command Indicates that LRP rations are on hand and
that no shortage has existed for two months, The 4th Division G4
could provide no data to indicate inability to obtain these rations.
This headquarters requested 4th Division G4 to advise the 3d Brigade
of the availability of these items are the procedure for obtaining
them,
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‘ AVFA-GC-OT (4 May 68) lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Brigade, 4th Infantryv Division
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL)

f. Reference paragraph 5b Section 2 page 28, Hoi Chanh reaction
to US/South Vietnamese Ultimate Victory Claims to Psychological
Warfare Propaganda. Nonconcur, as the psychological objectives of
our effort in Vietnam are contained in JUSPAC Guidance 20 and PSYOPS

annex to the Combined Campaign Plan (AB 143) and are official US
Mission Policy,.

g. Reference paragraph 5c Section 2 page 28, Employment of
Armed Propaganda Teams (APT). In order to be more successful APT

should be employed in squad strength instead of tne recommended two
man teams.

h. Reference paragraph 5e Section 2 page 29, Variation in
Leaflet Appeal, Since note paper is in short supply for the VC/NVA,
simply printing some leaflets on one side would have the same

effect, Dissemination of paper and enveloped attached to a leaf-
let would be difficult by air.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

ROBERT C., GABBARD
1LT; AGC

ASST ADJUTANT GENERAL
Copies furnished:

2 - ACSFOR, DA, Wash DC 20310
1 - 3d Bde, 4th Inf Div
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